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CONPIDENTIAL GENEVA 00746 

PROM THE CHARGE 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, UNHRC, CU 

SUBJECT: UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS: CONVER- 
SATION WITH CUBAN AMBASSADOR LECHUGA 

REF: STATE 10992 

1 . DURING A SOCIAL GATHERING IN HONOR OP THE DEPARTING 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES, PRINCE SADRUDDIN AGA KHAN, 

I HAD OCCASION TO CHAT BRIEPLY WITH CUBAN AMBASSADOR 
CARLOS LECHUGA HEVIA, WHO WAS ONE OP THE VICE CHAIRMEN 

OP THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION LAST YEAR AND WHO, AS THE 
DEPARTMENT KNOWS, IS VERY MUCH AU COURANT ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
MATTERS. 

2. REPERRING TO OUR INTEREST IN CREATING A UN HIGH 
COMMISSIONER POR HUMAN RIGHTS, I NOTED THAT WE DO NOT 
REGARD THIS PROPOSAL AS DIRECTED AGAINST ANY PARTICULAR 
COUNTRY OR BLOC BUT RATHER TO CREATE A MORE EPFECTIVE 
MECHANISM WITHIN THE UN SYSTEM TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS. 

I NOTED THAT CUBAN AND US INTERESTS ARE CONSONANT IN 
MANY AREAS AND I ASKED WHETHER IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT 
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CUBA COULD SUPPORT THIS PROPOSAL AS WELT,. 

3. AMBASSADOR LECHUGA RESPONDED THAT, IN HIS VIEW, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF CUBA WOULD BE STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THE 
CREATION OP ANY SUPRA-NATIONAL INSTITUTION WHICH COULD 
INTERPERE IN THE INTERNAL AFPAIRS OP SOVEREIGN STATES. 

I SAID THAT THE PROBLEM IN THE AREA OP HUMAN RIGHTS WAS 
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THAT THE VIOLATORS ARE INVARIABLY STATES AND I ASKED 
HOW THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUAL HUMAN BEINGS ARE THEN TO BE 
PROTECTED IF NO MECHANISM EXISTED WHICH COULD CALL THOSE 
GOVERNMENTS TO TASK WHICH WERE THE OFFENDERS. 

4. AMBASSADOR LECHUGA REPLIED THAT, IN HIS VIEW, THE WAY 
TO DO THIS WOULD BE TO STRENGTHEN EXISTING INSTITUTIONS. 

I AGREED THAT THIS WOULD BE DESIRABLE TOO AND EXPRESSED 
THE DEVOUT HOPE THAT THE 1503 PROVISION WOULD PROVE TO BE 
A MORE WORKABLE MECHANISM THIS YEAR IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION THAN IT HAS IN THE PAST. AMBASSADOR LECHUGA 
AGREED, BUT WITH NOT MUCH ENTHUSIASM. SORENSON 
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